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Dr. Lewis is a native of Alabama, and she received both her Bachelor’s and Doctorate degrees 

from The University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.  As an undergraduate, she was patterning herself 

to be a medical professional, particularly an Obstetrician.  However, she diverged from this path 

and literally embarked upon a road that is less traveled, the field of toxicology.  While in 

graduate school she was recipient of a Future Faculty Fellowship for minority students, and 

through her training in the field of toxicology, Dr. Lewis found a way to marry her interests in 

the medical field with a passion to prevent birth defects from intentional or unintentional 

exposure to drug products or chemicals.  Simply put, she spends much of her time researching 

human health hazards that could cause embryo-fetal death, birth defects, growth retardation, or 

functional deficits.  Today, Dr. Lewis is employed by Charles River Laboratories, Inc., a contract 

research organization that focuses on improving human and animal health by advancing the 

search for drugs from discovery through market approval.  Dr. Lewis joined Charles River 

Laboratories, Inc. in 2001 as a Study Director in the area of Reproductive, Developmental, and 

Juvenile Toxicology.  In this role, she had the opportunity to oversee the technical conduct of 

nonclinical laboratory studies that are critical to environmental safety and the health care 

industry, and are necessary prior to consideration of new compounds for regulatory approval as 

drug products, medical devices, vaccines, pesticides, and other products to which humans might 

be exposed.   

Over the years, she has successfully navigated her way through the scientific ranks within 

Charles River to become the Principal Director of Toxicology at the Horsham, Pennsylvania site 

with additional oversight of Reproductive, Developmental and Juvenile Toxicology specialty 

services within the East Coast Region of Safety Assessment. Dr. Lewis has authored or 

co-authored over 100 publications, books, and book chapters in various areas of developmental, 

reproductive, and juvenile toxicology, and has participated in numerous national and 

international speaking engagements.  She is the co-editor of a book on Nonclinical Pediatric 

Toxicology that was published in January 2012.  In 2021, Dr. Lewis was recognized as a living 

legend in celebration of Black History Month in the Philadelphia area for her significant 

contributions to STEM and biomedical research. 

Dr. Lewis is involved in a number of national and international scientific organizations.  She is 



the current Past President for the Society for Birth Defects Research and Prevention (BDRP) and 

the President of the Philadelphia Chapter of the Association for Women in Science.  She also 

served as a secretary and mentor for the Philadelphia Chapter of the Association for Women in 

Science and an ambassador and membership chair for BDRP. She has used her various roles as 

membership chair, ambassador, and/or mentor within these scientific organizations to counsel and 

empower those who will follow in her footsteps and will be the scientific leaders of tomorrow.  

As a leader, Dr. Lewis has a great interest in investing in the next generation of students who are 

eagerly pursuing education in the area of STEM.  She believes that mentors can play an 

important role in the success of young scientists, and she views herself to be in a unique position 

to provide career advice to those can benefit from learning about her unique career journey. In 

addition, she is a council member of the European Teratology Society, and a member of the 

Society of Toxicology, the American College of Toxicology, and the Mid-Atlantic Reproductive 

Toxicology Association.   

 

 


