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Usha’s experiences as a woman in STEM, an immigrant, a person of color, and one whose 

scholarly work takes place at new interfaces between traditional fields, drive her to act as an 

agent of structural change to make STEM more welcoming and accessible to all to maximize the 

human potential to solve urgent global problems through science. She has served on the Public 

Affairs Committee of the Association for Women Geoscientists, and currently serves as the 

Founding Director of the Office of Teaching and Learning at Saint Joseph’s University, which 

provides resources and mentoring to hundreds of faculty members each year. She also co-

developed the McNulty Scholars Program at Saint Joseph’s University, a STEM leadership 
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successful careers through full and partial scholarships, faculty and peer mentoring, research 

opportunities, and regular interactions with established women leaders. Since its inception, the 

program has supported over 80 rising STEM leaders, who have since gone on to obtain doctoral 

and medical degrees, won major national awards such as the Fulbright and Goldwater 

scholarships, and/or have used their STEM backgrounds to serve the public good. 
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